6        BIRTH: HUNTER STREET

CHAP,   astonished at; and that, at all events, It would not make
1      Brunswick Square in the least more pleasantly habitable,
to pull Warwick Castle down."

II

It was in 54 Hunter Street, Brunswick Square, in Blooms-
bury, that Ruskin was born. The house, a small brick
edifice of the style common in that quarter of boarding-
houses, still stands, and has been marked by the Society
of Arts with a memorial tablet. Ruskin's father and mother
were first cousins, his maternal grandmother having been
a sister of the John Thomas Ruskin aforesaid. They had
married in 1818; and in the following year, on February 8,
their first and only child was born. Ruskin, who sometimes
played with the subject of astrology, noted that he was
born at cc| past 7 A.M. (under Aquarius)"; John Varley,
who believed in everything (except religion) from astrology
to the reality of William Blake's ghost of a flea, once
met Ruskin in 1842 or '43, to whom he undertook, on
being given the place and hour of nativity, to prove the
truth of the science in ten minutes; " and in certainly
not more than ten minutes, occupied in drawing of its
sky, he fastened upon the three years of my past life
when I was 14, 18, and 21 as having been especially fatal
to me." They were the years in which he had first seen
the object of his early attachment, had fallen in love with
her, and had lost her by her marriage to another. He used
to trace the leaden influences on him of the planet Saturn,
to which in the older systems Aquarius was assigned as
the "house/' Of less nebulous significance were the gifts
which Buskin received from nature, the character of his
parents, and the influence of his home surroundings.
Biographers are too much in the habit, he says, of attri-
buting to accidents which introduce some new phase of
character all the circumstances of character which gave
the accidents importance; and for his own part he re-
garded many elements in his character and powers, and
especially the art-gift, as innate. But innate qualitiesand have Warwick Castle to be astoiti&fyed
